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Council Request for Further Information PA 2020251
1124 Old Melbourne Road, Ballan, VIC, 3342

Request 1

“The site plan does not show the double fencing referred to in the Farm Management Plan.
This needs to be shown on the site plan.”

Please refer to Document 4.1 — ‘Updated Site Plans 1124 Old Melbourne Road’ for the double
fencing inclusion on the site plan. Please note only the East and West boundaries of the
property will be fully double fenced to allow for plantation of native trees, as the southern
boundary to Old Melbourne Road has an existing buffer of trees. Paddock creek comprises of
most of the northern border, we will not be double fencing the paddock creek area of the
northern border in order to prevent disturbing the creek surrounds.

Request 2

“The names and number of trees and shrubs to be planted in plantations should be
provided and the number of rows in each plantation. The plantations should be included on
the site plan.”

Trees to be planted will be ‘Eucalyptus Rubida’, commonly known as Candlebark or White
Gum trees. This medium to large evergreen tree is native to the Ballan region and are great
for shade, windbreak, and to act as a screen to surrounding areas. They are frost tolerant
which is important to grow successfully in the area, and are medium to fast rate growers.
They are also commonly used by Koalas for food and shade, which will aid in protecting the
native wildlife population in our area. These trees also largely support the native riparian
habitat of Paddock Creek and will aid in the conservation of the waterway.

Eucalyptus Rubida ‘Candlebark/White Gum'

The plantation around the property boundary will be one row, with trees spaced 6 metres
apart. Western Boundary 378m = 63 trees. Eastern Boundary 288m = 48 trees. Northern
Boundary 200m = 33 trees. A total of 144 Eucalyptus Rubida will be planted around the
Northern, Eastern and Western boundaries of the property. Please refer to Document 4.1 —
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‘Updated Site Plans 1124 Old Melbourne Road Vic’ for the plantations inclusion on the site
plan.

Request 3
“How will Paddock Creek area, quarantined from stock, be maintained. Will it be replanted
to suitable riparian native species? Details should be provided.”

Biodiversity enhancement and rejuventation will be a focus of the land management, in order
to restore and conserve the riparian ecosystem along Paddock Creek. Free roaming stock have
degraded soil quality along the creek line and have stripped the riparian habitat largely of its
native vegetation, restoring healthy riparian vegetation will help to reduce bank erosion and
help filter pollutants.

In order to maintain Paddock Creek and to rejuvenate the areas around the creek, we will
replant the banks with a buffer of native grasses and shrubs with the guidance of the
Growwest Revegetation Guide for the region. Native grasses and shrubs appropriate for the
Riparian Scrub habitat include White Gums (Candlebark), Snowy Daisy Bush, Striped Wallaby
Grass, tall sedge grass, and common reed.

Buffers are usually planted in three zones:

Zone 1 - The streamside zone

Stabilizes the bank and provides shade and organic material to the stream. It is typically
planted with large trees. Zone 1 will comprise of Candlebark White Gums, which are also
being planted around the property boundary.

Zone 2 - The middle zone

Further inland, helps to slow runoff and absorb nutrients and pollutants. It is often comprised
of a mix of shrubs and tall grasses. Zone 2 will comprise primarily of Snowy Daisy Bush,
Common Reeds, and tall sedge grass.

Zone 3 - The outer zone

Further inland still, slows runoff and traps sediment. It is usually grassland or a mix of
grasses. A study into Native pastures improving horse health highlighted the positive use of
Stiped Wallaby Grass for equine pastures, therefore this grass will be seeded inland around
Paddock Creek, and will be a dominant native grass used in seeding all pastures throughout
the property.

The indigenous vegetation belt will expand out from the water course over time, with the
three planting zones protecting the riparian frontage from any adverse effects of adjacent
agricultural use of the land.

Survival of indigenous plantings will be supported by watering over their first summer, with
planting times accordingly in autumn or early spring to encourage their successful
establishment. Planting will be in clumps or rows rather than widely scattered individual trees,
with local natives introduced after weeds are removed along the water course. The Blackberry
infestation around the paddock creek area being eradicated to avoid any restriction to the
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waterway and to allow the native plants to thrive. Livestock of any sort will not be allowed in
revegetation areas at any time.

Request 4
“What type of trees will be planted along the driveway, and how many?”

Silver Birch Trees will be planted along the driveway at a spacing of 4m apart. The proposed
driveway is 160m in length (including the circular access and driveway to sheds and arena
once inside the 2 acre house paddock) resulting in 40 trees each side. A total of 80 Silver Birch
Trees will be planted along the driveway.

Silver Birch Trees

Request 5
“The horse shelters and water troughs need to be shown on the site plan.”

Please refer to Document 4.1 — ‘Updated Site Plans 1124 Old Melbourne Road’ for the shelters
and water throughs inclusion on the site plan. See below for troughs being used on site.

Water troughs to be used on site
Polymaster 200L automatic trough with covered float valve
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Request 6

“The intention to rehome 24 horses each year seems to be very ambitious considering the
horse arena will not be constructed until Year 3. Is a 2 month turnover to re-educate a
thoroughbred a realistic timeframe? A 5 year timeline needs to be provided to showing
when the target of 24 horses per year could be achieved? Is this a full time job or is off farm
income necessary to establish and maintain the enterprise?”

Initially we had intended on constructing the Arena in Year 3 however have since looked at
capital funds and are able to construct this in Year 1, my apologies for not updating this in our
Five Year Plan. Please see an updated 5-Year plan below.

Updated Five Year Operational Plan

Year 1
= Construct Fences to block off the waterway
= Remove cape weed and treat southern boundary with lime
= Remove Blackberry infestations from Paddock Creek Area
= (Construct Dwelling
- Install Waste Water System
- Install 3 x Water tanks
= Construct Driveway
= (Construct 60 x 30 metre all weather equestrian Arena
= Construct internal boundary fence
= Construct fence surrounding dwelling and proposed ancillary buildings
= Erect individual Paddocks
= Fence large 5.2 acre spelling paddock
= Install 8 water troughs

= Erect 7m x 17.5m Open Bay Stable Shed

= Erect 6m x 10.5m Equipment Shed

= Plant 75 White Gum trees inside boundary fence

= Plant 80 Silver Birch Trees alongside driveway

= Replant waterway with native species

= Erect four 3.5m x 3.5m horse shelters

= Develop and implement a weed maintenance program

= Fitout Barn with three stables

= Erect four day yards alongside barn

= Erect four 3.5m x 3.5m horse shel

® Maintain weed and pasture control program

= Fitout feed room/tack room in shed
= Install Cross Tie area into the Barn
® Maintain weed and pasture control program

= Fertilise and seed pastures if necessary
® Maintain weed and pasture control program
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Based on previous experience, two months of training is sufficient time re-train and sell a fresh
off the track Thoroughbred. The horses will not be sold as experienced competition horses, but
rather promising young horses that have been put through their paces and have shown
attitude, ability and suitability for other equestrian pursuits, and what level of rider they
would be suited to going forward. Please note that the two-month timeframe only takes into
consideration the horse being in ridden training/work, and excludes the time they spend
spelling/resting (‘letting down’ from racing) in the large pasture when they initially arrive. All
health and physical issues will be taken care of during their time at pasture, which is around
6-8 weeks for most horses, ensuring they are in peak condition physically and mentally to
begin their re-training. A two-month turnover for off the track horses is standard practice for
an experienced trainer, having had experience with other businesses running similar
enterprises and selling horses myself, majority of Thoroughbreds will be advertised for sale
after 6-8 weeks of training. Once advertised, horses typically sell within one to two weeks.

Turning over 24 horses per year in a two-month timeframe would require four horses in ridden
work at any given time, with four being let down in the pasture being fed, rugged, and
working through physical issues (total of eight horses on the property at any one time). | have
outlined a yearly timeline showing the 24 horses per year target below, this timeline would be
consistent across all five years.

Yearly Timeline

January Horse 1 in training No sales for Jan
Horse 2 in training
Horse 3 in training Purchase Horses 5-8 &
Horse 4 in training let down in spelling
paddock (2 months)
February Horse 1 in training Sale of Horses 1-4
Horse 2 in training (end of month)

Horse 3 in training
Horse 4 in training

March Horse 5 in training No sales for March
Horse 6 in training
Horse 7 in training Purchase Horses 9-12 &
Horse 8 in training let down in spelling
paddock (2 months)
April Horse 5 in training Sale of Horses 5-8
Horse 6 in training (end of month)

Horse 7 in training
Horse 8 in training

May Horse 9 in training No sales for May
Horse 10 in training
Horse 11 in training Purchase Horses 13-14
Horse 12 in training & let down in spelling
paddock (2 months)
June Horse 9 in training Sale of Horses 9-12

Horse 10 in training (end of month)
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Horse 11 in training
Horse 12 in training
July Horse 13 in training No sales for July
Horse 14 in training
Horse 15 in training Purchase Horses 17-20
Horse 16 in training & let down in spelling
paddock (2 months)
August Horse 13 in training Sale of Horses 13-16
Horse 14 in training (end of month)
Horse 15 in training
Horse 16 in training
September Horse 17 in training No sales for September
Horse 18 in training
Horse 19 in training Purchase Horses 21-24
Horse 20 in training & let down in spelling
paddock (2 months)
October Horse 17 in training Sale of Horses 17-20
Horse 18 in training (end of month)
Horse 19 in training
Horse 20 in training
November Horse 21 in training No sales for November
Horse 22 in training
Horse 23 in training Purchase Horses 1-4 &
Horse 24 in training let down in spelling
paddock (2 months)
December Horse 21 in training Sale of Horses 21-24
Horse 22 in training (end of month)
Horse 23 in training
Horse 24 in training

I (Laura) am currently employed full time as an Accountant in Ballarat, | will continue my full
time occupation initially and in future I will spend more time onsite working and re-training
horses, reducing time in my role as an Accountant and turning over more horses per year with
the aim of being on site full time. As this happens, the number of horses being turned over
would subsequently increase. Johnathon will remain in his full time employment as a teacher,
and assist with the farm maintenance and upkeep. | currently have two off the track horses in
ridden work whilst working full time however have previously had up to four, so am
comfortable with the workload the 24 horses per year turnover will entail and am confident
that it is achievable whilst having off-farm employment as a starting point. For reference, |
have provided what my weekly schedule is like below with working full time and having four
horses in training.
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Monday
Feed/Rug

Tuesday
Food/Rug

Wednesday
Feed/Rug Feed/Rug

Horse1 Horse1 Horse1

Leave for Work Leave for Work

Work Work From Home) work Work (From Home)

Home from Work Home from Work

Horse2

Horse2 Horse3.
Horse2

Feed/Rug
Feed/Rug

Weekly Schedule ~ Full time work as an Accountant and Four horses in training

Horse3
Horse2

Horse2

Horse1
- _

Rake Paddocks
1he

Horse1

Rake Avena.

Home from Work ol

Feed/Rug.

The off-farm income will not be necessary to maintain the enterprise and it is expected to

make sufficient funds from the sale of horses to cover costs and make a small profit. Please
refer to request 7 below for capital expenditure and projected Profit and Loss statements.

Request 7

“While the applicants appear to be well qualified to run the enterprise it is not clear how it
will cover its costs. A Capital expenditure, and a Profit and Loss, statement should be
provided. Will there be any income generated from the enterprise? How will costs be met?”

The off-farm income will not be necessary to maintain the enterprise and it is expected to
make sufficient funds from the sale of re-trained horses to cover costs and make a profit.
Please see Document ‘8.0 — Budgets & Forecasts’ attached for a Capital Expenditure
Statement, Profit and Loss Statement, and a breakdown of the cost per horse. These costs are
based on current existing costs and budgets of keeping my horses and knowledge on the feed
requirements of Thoroughbreds, and as such are a reliable estimate.
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Capital Expenditure
Waikara Park Equestrian

Excluding Dwelling, Water Tanks etc. Financed under home loan

Fencing Length (m)  Costper metre (5)  Total Cost ($)
4 Strand Electric Braid 2,075.00 $5.20 $10,790.00
Rabbit Proof Fence (Mesh and Top Rail) 500.00 $13.51 $6,754.44
Post and Rail Entrance 10.00 $60.00 $600.00
Top Rail to Round Boundary 27000 $4.39 $1,185.00
Gates 12.00 $80.00 $960.00
Solar Fence Energisers 2.00 $520.00 $1,040.00
Total Fencing $21,320.44
Trees and Plantings Number Cost(§)  Total Cost (§)
White Gum Seedings 144.00 $3.95 $566.80
Silver Birch Seedings 80.00 $5.30 $424.00
Native Grasses & Shrubs 80.00 $2.25 $180.00
Total Trees and Plantings $1,172.80
Sheds and Fitouts Number Cost(§)  Total Cost (§)
6mx 10.5m Equipment Shed 1.00 $14,630.00 $14,630.00
7mx 7.5m Open Bay Farm Shed 1.00 $18,805.00 $18,805.00
3.5m x 3.5m Horse Shefters 8.00 $800.00 $6,400.00
Panels for Stables 3.00 $1,000.00 $3,000.00
‘Tack & Feed Room Fitout 1.00 $800.00 $800.00
Install Cross Ties to Bam 1.00 $500.00 $500.00
Total Sheds and Fitouts $44,135.00
Other set up expenses Number Cost(§)  Total Cost (§)
60m x 30m All weather Equestrian Arena 1.00 $18,910.00 $18,910.00
200L Automatic Watering Troughs 8.00 $295.00 $2,360.00
Day Yards 4.00 $300.00 $1,200.00
Cape weed eradication & Lime treatment 1.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Total Other set up expenses $23,470.00
Total Capital Expenditure $90,107.24
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Profit and Loss
Waikara Park Equestrian
24 Horse Annual Turnover Forecast

Note
Income
Sale of Horses $60,000.00 1
Total Income $60,000.00
Cost of Sales
Purchase of Horses $20,400.00 2
Feed $5,544.00
Supplements $967.84
Veterinary $4,800.00
Bodywork/Physio $1,920.00
Farrier $1,440.00
Dentist $2,160.00
Total Cost of Sales $37,251.84 3
Gross Profit $22.748.16
Less Operating Expenses
Utilties $400.00 4
Repairs & Maintenance $4,800.00 5
Equipment/Tool replacements $1,200.00
Website Hosting $153.40
Advertising $720.00
Total Operating Expenses $7,273.40
Net Profit $15.474.76 6
Notes,

1.Based on $2,500 per horse, some may sellfor more/less but this is a reliable average
2. Many off the track horses are given away free to good home with the buyer to pay transport if
the horse is interstate. Purchase of horses likely to be less than $850 per horse.
3.'Cost per horse' multiplied by 24 horses
4. Water tanks in use, electribity $100 per quarter for equestrian use. Electric fencing will be solar.
5. Weed/Pasture maintenance, equipment maintenance & repairs
6. Equipment such as tack/saddlery, training aids, horse rugs etc are already owned
Accounting and Taxation compliance requirements will be handled by Laura
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Cost per Horse
Waikara Park Equestrian
8 weeks letting down + 8 weeks in training

Supplements size (g) Cost ($) Dosage (g) Days per Bag  Cost per Day
Tumeric 1,000.00 $7.50 20.00 50.00 $0.15
Brewers Yeast 5,000.00 $60.00 20.00 250.00 $0.24
Himalayan Rock Salt 1,000.00 $3.00 15.00 66.67 $0.05
Green Lipped Mussel Powder 3,000.00 $360.00 2.50 1,200.00 $0.30
Total Supplements per day $0.74
Total Supplements 8 weeks $41.44
Feed size (g) Cost (§) FeedRate (g) Days per Bag Cost per Feed
Copra Meal 20,000.00 $27.50 1,000.00 20.00 $1.38
Wheat Bran 25,000.00 $30.00 250.00 100.00 $0.30
Oaten Chaff 25,000.00 $25.00 500.00 50.00 $0.50
Hay 600,000.00 $100.00 8,000.00 75.00 $1.33
Total Feed per day $3.51
Total Feed 8 weeks (Hay for 16 weeks) $271.41
Other

Veterinary (Ulcer treatment and General Check Up) $200.00
Bodywork/Physio session $80.00
Farrier $60.00
Dentist $90.00
Purchase of Horse (including transport) $850.00
Total Other Expenses $1,280.00
Total Cost per Horse $1,502.85

Notes

Horses are only fed Grain & Supplements during their 8 weeks of training, their 8 week let down is on

Pasture & Hay
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Dog Breeding Operation Site Management Plan
for 29 Evergreen Way, Gordon.
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Recreational Breeders:

We are Recreational Breeders under Victorian Law (Domestic Animals, Puppy Farms and Pet Shops.
Bill 2016 updated 2018). We are not a Breeding Domestic Animal Business: we are exempt due to
belonging to an Applicable Organisation (Dogs Victoria) and having less than 10 fertile female dogs
(and no more than 2 not registered with the AO). Exemption means exempt from the requirement to
register as a Domestic Animal Business and from complying to the mandatory Code of Practice for
the Operation of Breeding and Rearing Businesses.

Dogs Victoria Member #3001559130 paid to dec 2021, Breeders Prefix- Magyar- 25 years
experience.
e Victoria Pet Exchange — Recreational Breeder RB100510.

We have 14 dogs, all registered with Dogs Vic, 2 desexed (1m, 1f), 2 under 12 months (2f), 6 females
over 12 months and entire, 3 males over 12 months and entire, 1 male over 12 years.

Al registered with Moorabool Council.

We have <10 fertile females so are defined as a Recreational Breeder under the Victorian Domestic
Animals (Puppy Farms and Pet Shops) Bill 2016 (revised 2018).

We have > fertile females so are defined as a breeding business under the Moorabool Council.

We produce between 2 and 5 litters per year. Litters range from 1 to 11 pups.

Pups are sold mostly before the birth and most leave at 8 weeks. Some remain upto 4 months.

Dogs and Bitches visit for mating and stay 2-3 weeks.

Staffing

Owner

The property is used to for keeping and breeding dogs. We have applied for a permit for the keeping
and breeding of dogs with less than 10 breeding bitches. Note as members of Dogs Victoria with less
than 10 breeding bitches, we are not required to register as a Domestic Animal Business.

Owners of the property are Bridget and John Clow: We live on the property 24/7 and keep and
breed the dogs.

Bridget Clow (Southwell)- BSc (Comparative Zoology, University of Melbourne, MSc (Developmental
Biology, University of Melbourne), PhD (Biochemistry, University of Melbourne).

35 year's experience in scientific and medical research. Training in animal husbandry and
management. Operations on animals and embryonic development. Particular expertise in intestine
and nervous system. Training in animal breeding- mice and guinea pigs for experiments.

Owned dogs (Hungarian Vizslas) since 1993. 1993-1996 -trained in obedience at Keilor Obedience
Club. Took two dogs through competition level (one CD, one open level titles). Trained in showing
and took 2 dogs through to show champion.

Over 20 years breeding at 29 Evergreen Way, Gordon: Breeding since 1996. Purchased 29
Evergreen Way in 1998 and moved in with 4 dogs. Continued breeding with one or two litters per
year. 2008-2010 obedience and agility training at Ballarat Obedience Club. Continued showing 1999-
2020. Increased number of dogs on property to 14 (1999-2020). Al registered pedigree with Dogs
Victoria and registered with Moorabool Council.
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Member of Dogs Victoria since 1993. Member of Hungarian Vizsla Club of Victoria since 1993.
Positions including Committee member, show secretary and President. Member of Victorian Gundog
Club since 1996. Positions including committee member, secretary and show secretary.

Training: Agriculture.vic.gov.au- dog breeding’ completed by Bridget Clow (ne Southwell).

John Clow- 25 years owning dogs and breeding dogs.

Other Staff
William Clow- 21 years. Son of Bridget and John. Has helped with dog keeping since he was 16 years
old. Looks after the dogs if parents are away.

Veterinarian

We have a written agreement for 24-hour vet care with Ballarat Pet and Farm Vet, (Wiltshire Lane,
Delacombe, Ballarat) (attached). We are 30 mins drive to the vet clinic. Injured dogs are brought into
the house, where they can be kept quiet and warm and observed 24 hours a day.

Facility Operation

Storage of food

Dry Dog feed is stored in mouse proof cupboards in sealed bags and in mouse proof plastic
containers once the bags are opened. Fresh meat (mince and chicken carcasses and bones) is
purchased weekly (from Davis Meat, Ballarat) and stored in a fridge in the laundry. Mice are
controlled with traps in the food prep area. We hold 2 weeks to 2 months of dry food and a weeks
supply of fresh meat.

Emergency Management

Emergency Management Plan

Inthe event of a bushfire, we have a dog trailer that holds 8 dogs, a car that holds 2 dogs and a van
that holds 5 dogs. The trailer has dog food and water stored in the storage locker. We are close to
the Western Highway with access to Melbourne or Ballarat. Depending on the location of the fire we
can move East or West on a four-lane highway.

Emergency Vet Care: We have a 24-hour vet in Ballarat (Pet and Farm Vet, Wiltshire Lane,
Delacombe, Ballarat). We are 30 mins drive to the vet clinic. Injured dogs are brought into the house,
where they can be kept quiet and warm and observed 24 hours a day.

Management during periods of land-owner’s absence

There are 3 people in the family. Bridget and John and their son William (21 years). One is always
present if the others go away. William has been trained in dog handling and husbandry since 16
years old.

Cleaning

According to the Victorian Government Code of Practice, as we are members of dogs Victoria and
have less than 10 breeding bitches, we are exempt from being required to list as a Domestic Animal
Business AND from complying with the Code of Practice for breeding and rearing dogs.

Instead we have to comply with the Dogs Victoria code. This says

PA2019-142 Preliminary Management Plan 5-1-2021
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20.1.5.3 Dog sleeping, housing and exercise areas shall be kept clean and at a good standard of
hygiene by cleaning any faeces, wasted food, and soiled bedding daily.

Where pens and kennels are cleaning by hosing, material on floors (toys, bedding, food, faeces etc)
shall be removed prior.

Hard surfaces in pens and kennels should be disinfected weekly or more often if required. Veterinary
advice shall be sought for managing the cleaning of premises and management of isolation if a
contagious illness occurs in dogs

Washing down is preferred, but this means it is not the only method that can be used. We don’t
hose down. Instead we use a bucket of vet-grade disinfectant and scrub with a broom and then
collect the water with bedding-grade sawdust. This means we don’t have water flushing out of the
shed. We compost the sawdust.

General Cleaning of Pens in shed:

Daily cleaning. Pine shavings (bedding grade, dedusted, purchased from Haymarket Ballarat) are
spread on the floor of the runs (see attached picture showing bag of shavings, and shavings spread
on the concrete floor of the shed). Faeces, urine and soiled shavings are picked up daily. Clean
shavings are swept aside, and concrete is broomed with disinfectant (Avicare- veterinary grade
antibacterial and antiviral) which is left to disinfect for 10 minutes.

Shavings on concrete floor of dog shed
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Waste Management

The faeces and soiled shavings are placed in 20 kg food and shavings bags, sealed immediately,
collected in a trailer (see attached picture) and taken to the Mt Egerton Council Waste Tip every 4-6
weeks. The other wet shavings are piled outside in the open air and left to break down (see picture),
then are spread as mulch. The ground around the shavings pile has healthy green grass indicating
that there is little seepage of nutrients or bacteria from the pile of shavings.

Outside dog runs (see picture) have faeces removed daily and the faeces are bagged and collected
on the trailer to take to the tip. Other areas of the property have faeces collected weekly, bagged
and collected onto the trailer. We are advised by Dogs Victoria, that bagging faeces and removing in
a commercial rubbish skip is an alternative and acceptable method of disposal. The bags of faeces
are then delivered to the tip by a commercial company. The effect is the same as we achieve by
delivering the faeces to the tip in a trailer ourselves.

Outdoor dog run looking down toward the shed after very wet period

Dog Management

Noise

Noise: We have had no complaints from neighbours either to us or to council. Barking: The dogs
bark sometimes. The closest neighbour’s house is our Eastern neighbour (lot 14) and is >150 metres
with an earth wall (dam) between the dog shed and their house. They are also constructing a large
machinery shed between the dog shed and their house which will completely block all noise. The
block on our West (lot 2) has a shed but no house. There is a large dam also with an earth wall
between our house and their shed. The houses across the street are >150 m from our dog shed.
Houses behind are >400 m from the dogs with trees and a hill between.
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The dogs generally bark when people arrive and then settle down. They also bark at feeding time.
Dogs are fed around 5-7 pm each day. Pups are fed more regularly (3-4 times per day). Dogs are in
the fully enclosed shed overnight (from sunset) and settle and are quiet at night.

There have been no complaints from neighbours about dogs barking. Everyone around us has dogs.

A complaint list is kept. Any comments or complaints about noise are recorded on the complaint
list. Date, time and name of complainant, plan for issue resolution and responsible person are
recorded.

If dogs become agitated and noisy they are brought inside the shed or house within 15 minutes.
Feeding is conducted within the shed to reduce noise.

Bedding

Beds are impervious structures, raised off the floor- We have hammock beds with hessian covers
and plastic dog beds are placed on wooden pellets to raise them off the floor. In winter carpet
squares are added for extra warmth and dogs have soft coats for extra warmth.

Feeding and Water

Fresh water is available at all times. Stainless steel buckets are attached to fences of the pens. Water
is changed daily. Outside runs also have water buckets attached to fences and they are always filled.
Water is supplied from a tank fed from the shed roof. We also have town water supply.

Adult dogs are fed once a day usually between 5-7 pm. All feeding is done inside the dog shed with
dogs in separate runs. Dogs are fed dry food (Dibs Adult — Laucke Mills, South Australia, and Royal
Canin- adult or puppy) according to age and weight of the dog. In addition, they receive raw meat
daily. This consists of Chicken Carcasses or Pet Mince (Purchased on weekly order from Davis Meat,
Wiltshire lane, Delacaombe, Ballarat). Food is placed in stainless steel dog bowls. Dogs under 3
months are fed 4 times a day, 3-6 months old are fed 3 times a day, 6-12 months are fed 2 times per
day and over 12 months are fed once a day.

Exercise

Dogs are handled daily, patted, stroked and checked for injury or health issues. Dogs are usually put
into outside runs in pairs. Dogs have a minimum of one hour interaction and exercise per day.

Dogs are let out to outside runs during the day for 1 -6 hours depending on the weather. John Clow
is home full-time. When he goes out, dogs are confined. Bridget Clow works 2 days per week. Dogs

are in the outside runs when we are home and back in the shed and house when we are out.

The Dog Shed- is 9 x 12 metres, with a concrete floor, insulated roof, 8 windows. Fully enclosed. 2 PA
doors and 2 large sliding doors.

e 10 Internal Pens- each10 m Cyclone mesh fencing 1.8 m high. (Code on housing states pens
may be separated by solid partitions, galvanised chain wire or weld mesh wire dividers-
section 6.5.e.ii).

o 6 External Pens (50 m? to 200 m?). Outside runs are 1.8 m high with 10cm square wire (1.8m
high) and chicken wire (1 m high). There is a ground wire (chicken wire 30 cm wide) on the
inside and outside of the runs to prevent dogs digging out. 2-4 dogs go in each run so they
have company and a play mate. Dogs are matched for age and size. Shelter is provided by a
shed in each run. Runs are surrounded by mature trees providing shade and wind shelter.
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There is a 3 m wide tree run between the boundary fence and dog runs so the dogs cannot
run near the boundary fence. Adjacent land is grazing.

e Plus we have 3-4 dogs inside the house and in the backyard. Backyard is ~1/3 acre, fenced
1.2 m high rabbit wire fencing. Mature trees in the yard.

Training: We show the dogs and do obedience training. Dogs are all full registered pedigree and
pups are registered pedigree (most are limited register and not for breeding and desexed by the
buyers). Our dogs have reached the highest level of obedience. We have taken 9 dogs to their
show titles.

Breeding and whelping

Breeding: we have 2-3 entire males and 5-6 entire females. All are housed in individual pens within a
large shed. Bitches in season are kept separate from males. Bitches are taken to vet for
progesterone test every 2-3 days once bleeding stops. The ovulation test identifies when the bitch
ovulates. During ovulation, bitch and dog are placed together in a pen for mating. They are observed
continuously. Once mating occurs, they tie and are usually tied together for 20 mins. After release,
the dog and bitch are moved to separate pens. Mating is performed every second day. Usually 2-3
times. We also use dogs that belong to other breeders. These are brought in and placed in a pen
next to the bitch in season or the bitch is taken to the dog’s home. We also have some bitches come
in for mating with our dogs. They come when bleeding stops or have progesterone tests and come
when ovulation is due.

Whelping: pregnancy lasts 9 weeks. We can see physical changes in the bitches at 5-6 weeks. Bitches
move inside the house 3 weeks before whelping so they can be observed day and night. Pups are
born in a large laundry in a heated whelping box and heated room. They stay there until 4 weeks old,
then move out to a pen in the shed with the mother. Pups stay with the mother until 8 weeks and
then go to new homes at 8-12 weeks.

Pups are vaccinated at 6-7 weeks old and have microchips placed. Older dogs are vaccinated
annually or each 3 years. Worming is done every 3-4 months. Bitches are examined by vet prior to
breeding and after whelping.

We start breeding when bitches are 2-3 years and finish at 8 years with a maximum of 5 litters.

Records

Animal Records
Each animal has an individual record including pedigree and council registration, birth, vaccination,
veterinary and breeding record.

Complaint Register

Dogs that bark excessively can be a source of irritation for neighbours. There are a number of
reasons a dog may bark, including boredom, medical reasons, fear or seeking attention. Under

the Domestic Animals Act it is an offense for an owner to allow their dog to be a nuisance, where it
interferes with a neighbour’s peace and comfort. The Community Safety team will need a completed
barking dog form or a letter that outlines the problem, including the neighbour's address, the
response form approaching them and when the problem occurs. Council will send the dog owner,
and the complainant, a letter acknowledging the report. The dog owner will be sent tips that might
assist, and the owner is given 14 days to address the issue or contact Council. If after 14 days, the
dog is still an issue, the person who made the initial complaint will need to keep a barking dog diary,
which will be followed up by community safety officers.
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We maintain a Complaint register with at least 12 months of complaints. Information includes the
date and time of complaint, the name of the complainant and actions taken in order to resolve to
theissue, status of action, who actioned and status of complainant after action.

To Nov 2020, we have had no complaints from neighbours either to us or to council. The dogs bark
sometimes. The closest neighbour’s house is our Eastern neighbour (lot 14) and is >150 metres with
an earth wall (dam) between the dog shed and their house. They are also constructing a large
machinery shed between the dog shed and their house which will completely block all noise. The
block on our West (lot 2) has a shed but no house. There is a large dam also with an earth wall
between our house and their shed. The houses across the street are >150 m from our dog shed.
Houses behind are >400 m from the dogs with trees and a hill between.

The dogs generally bark when people arrive and then settle down. They also bark at feeding time.
Dogs are fed around 5-7 pm each day. Pups are fed more regularly (3-4 times per day). Dogs are in
the fully enclosed shed overnight (from sunset) and settle and are quiet at night.

There have been no complaints from neighbours about dogs barking. Everyone around us has dogs.
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Document 6.0 — Shed Plans

3.1.2— Open Bay Stable Shed Plans
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3.1.3— Equipment Shed Plans
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3.1.5— Horse Shelter Plans
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Farm Management Plan
Allotment B5 Section 9 Parish of Moorabool West
CA B5 1124 Old Melbourne Road, Ballan, VIC 3342

SPI: B5-9\PP3167

Laura Clark and Johnathon Bissell

Overview

Our proposal is to develop a first class Thoroughbred rehoming and retraining facility within
an already established horse community, in which we will take off the track Thoroughbreds
for rehabilitation, retraining, and rehoming. Each horse’s individual strengths and
weaknesses will be assessed to determine their suitability for different disciplines during
their time in training with us, and will be found a home suitable to what we believe they will
excel in. With the large numbers of horses finishing their racing careers and being unable to
find homes, | believe this is a strong proposal for the use of the land that will enhance the
local equestrian community. In order for this to be feasible, we are proposing to construct a
dwelling, ancillary shedding, and an all weather equestrian arena. Having previously spoken
with Thomas from the Moorabool Shire Council, we have reason to believe our proposal is a
satisfactory usage of the land and that we have grounds to erect a dwelling to be onsite for
equine welfare considerations. While we do not yet own the land, we are under contract
subject to the approval of our planning application.

1.0 Site Information

1.1 Site Details

The site is flat and regular in shape, with a wide rectangular frontage which tapersinto a
triangular point towards the back of the property around the creek. The total area is

7.547ha (18.65 acres) in size, with a frontage of 252.67 metres to Old Melbourne Road, an
Eastern boundary of 301.75 metres, western boundary of 347.81 metres, and a northern
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boundary with frontage to a winter creek, ‘Paddock Creek’. There is an easement created by
the Gas and Fuel Corporation of Victoria running 10 metres in from the property line along
the length of the Southern Boundary of Old Melbourne Road.

Figure 1 Land Boundaries

1.2 Current Land Use
The property is currently used for cattle grazing, with minimal improvements on the land.

The road to the site is a sealed road maintained by Council - water, sewage and gas are not
available. An electricity tower is located across the road from the site for connection.
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The external boundaries are well fenced with some minor blackberry infestation along the
northern boundary fronting Paddock Creek. Adjoining land use is predominantly gazing
(cattle and horses) and small cropping, a dwelling already exists on the property to the East,
which has paddocks set up for horses, as well as other surrounding properties along Old
Melbourne Road in small holdings. Driving along Old Melbourne Road you are met with a
number of small land packages with established dwellings, and we believe that our
proposed establishment will only improve the existing horse culture of the area.

Considering the surrounding blocks are set up predominantly for either horse or cattle
grazing, we do not believe that the dwelling would be affected in any way by noise, dust, or
harmful chemicals. Additionally, our proposed us for the land for equine agriculture will not
pose a threat to surrounding land in that we will not be creating large amounts of noise or
dust, with use of machinery only for general farm activities such as fence repairs and
spraying for pasture management.

2.0 Planning Controls and Decision Guidelines

Farming Zone and schedule

Design and development overlay and schedule
Environmental Significance overlay and schedule
Aboriginal cultural heritage sensitivity area

2.1 Farm Zone (FZ) and Schedule to the Zone

The aim of the zone is to encourage the land use for agriculture and to make sure that
dwellings and effluent area do not have an impact on the land used for agricultural
purposes and the restoration and rehabilitation of the biodiversity of the site.

In order to utilize as much land as possible, for agricultural reasons we are only proposing to
fence off an area of 2.3 acres to accommodate the dwelling, sheds and equestrian arena.
Leaving the remainder of the land, approximately 16.35 acres, available for equine grazing.

In order to facilitate a first class thoroughbred rehoming and retraining facility, we will be
required to be on site for animal welfare purposes. Thoroughbreds rehabilitating from
racing require careful management and care, including twice daily hard feeding, rugging,
and exercise. All Thoroughbreds will come from the race track and have a three month
break in a large paddock in order to be ‘let down’ from racing and prepare them for
retraining for other equestrian disciplines. Once the re-training process begins, the horses
will be exercised and trained five days per week in our all weather outdoor equestrian
arena, also utilizing the cleared are to the right of the arena for jumping training, requiring
extensive time commitments, before they can be re-homed. Re-homing will be at a small
fee to cover the costs incurred in their re-training.

Additionally, we intend to keep some Thoroughbred Mares, that show exceptional talent, to
be bred with Warmblood stallions to develop quality performance horse offspring.
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Nurturing mares through the foaling process safely, and caring for foals, requires constant
supervision that is not attainable without the development of a dwelling on-site.

2.1.1 - Size of operation

We propose to house eight horses on the property at any one time, four in the spelling
paddock having a break or ‘let down’ after finishing their racing careers, and four in work for
re-training.

Each individual horse differs in the time they take to be ready for re-homing, however as a
general rule most horses can be re-homed around two months after beginning training
following their break. A rough overview of what a two-month training plan may look like is
below, however again this differs greatly depending on the horse’s ability, suitability for
different disciplines, and physical condition when they arrive.

Month 1
- Worm & ulcer treatment
- Ground work & Lungeing
- Dressage Training

Month 2
- Dressage training
- Pole work and small jumps
- Exposure to different activities such as riding in open spaces, trail riding, road riding
- Small outing off property such as clinics and training

Based on the above two-month timeline and having four horses in training at any one time,
we estimate we can re-train and re-home upwards of 24 horses per year.

2.1.2 — Hours of operation

The proposed residence is required for maintenance of the land and the protection and
security of the horses, activities of which includes but is not limited to:

- Developing Supplementary Feeding Routines

- Worming and other medication

- Twice daily feeding and rugging of horses (1.5 hours daily)

- Supervision of horses including mares and foals

- Pasture maintenance to control weeds and maintain soil quality
- Manure Management

- Maintenance of equestrian arena

- Exercise and re-training (3 hours daily five days per week)

- Maintenance of fencing

Assuming on average eight horses on the property at any one time this poses a significant

time commitment which has been calculated at a minimum of 25 hours per week. This is
taking into account only the care and training of horses, time spent on pasture/fence/arena
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maintenance and other related activities is additional. Thus, this operation requires large
amounts of time to be spent on site.

2.2 Design and Development Overlay (DDO) and Schedule (DD02)

The aim of the zone is to enhance the visual amenity in rural, township and vegetated areas
of the Moorabool Shire. All proposed buildings will comply by utilizing muted colorbond
roofing and cladding and neutral coloured brick work to avoid an adverse impact on the
landscape and visual amenity of the surrounding area.

2.2.1 - Proposed brick work and colorbond roof on dwelling

Deep Oceal

Figure 3 ‘Deep Ocean’ colorbond roof

Figure 2 ‘Dawnbreak' brick by Selkirk

2.2.2 - Proposed cladding on sheds and outbuildings

All ancillary outbuildings (shedding) will have exterior 0.42 Corro bmt cladding in ‘Mountain
Blue’ with gutters and trim in ‘Smooth Cream”

Mountain Bive $Smocth Cream

Figure 4 Shed cladding - Smooth Cream & Mountain Blue

2.3 Environmental Significance Overlay (ESO) and Overlay (ESO1)

The aim of the zone is to protect the quality and quantity of water produced within
proclaimed catchment areas throughout the shire. The proposed residence and ancillary
outbuilding sites are outside the 100 metre buffer and no storm water will be discharged
within 100 metres of the waterway, and thus will not have any detrimental affect on the
water quality of Paddock Creek. A Land Capability Assessment has been obtained and it
complies with the Code of Practice for containing the waste water system on the site. Please
refer to Document 7 — Land Capability Assessment.
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2.4 Areas of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Significance

The Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2018, Division 2, regulation 9, para (1) (a), states that
when one or two dwellings are proposed for a site, they are exempt from the regulations.

3.0 Property Infrastructure

Reticulated electricity is not connected to the site, however is available from existing power
poles located directly across from the lot on Old Melbourne Road. We also intend to utilize
solar energy to assist with our supply.

3.1 Future Developments

In order to undertake the proposed farming activities, we propose to erect a dwelling, two
barns, an all weather equestrian arena, and individual shelters in each horse paddock.

An all weather drive way will be constructed giving access to the dwelling and proposed
sheds from Old Melbourne Road. We have allowed a 6 metre width for the driveway to
ensure we have space to plant a row of native trees down either side, and to allow
adequate access for emergency vehicles. The driveway will begin from the existing entrance
in the middle-west of the property boundary, and have a large circular driveway for easy
access to the dwelling and shedding.

3.1.1 - Dwelling

The proposed dwelling site is level and cleared, for exact siting please refer to Document 4 -
Site Plans. Detailed plans and elevations of the proposed dwelling can be seen in Document
5 - Building Plans and Elevations

Figure 5 Proposed Dwelling Site
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3.1.2 - 7m x 17.5m x 3m Open Bay Stable Shed

We propose to erect a 7 x 17.5 metre (3m height) Open Bay Stable Shed. This will have one
lock-up bay of 7m x 3.5m to securely store horse feed and riding/training equipment. There
will be one 7m x 3.5m completely open bay on the end for undercover horse float storage,
with the remaining three 7m x 3.5m bays housing three stables. Two of these stables will be
standard dimensions (3.5m x 3.5m) and one will be larger for foaling down (3.5m x 6m). For
siting of the shed, please refer to Document 4 — Site Plans.

Please see detailed dimensions and proposed plans in Document 6 — Shed Plans.

3.1.3 —6m x 10.5m x 2.7m Equipment Shed

We propose to erect a 6 x 10.5 metre Shed to the East of the dwelling, which will house
equipment including, but not limited to, a farm quad bike, arena rakes, pasture harrows,
ride on lawn mower, fencing tools and materials, and other general farm maintenance tools
and equipment. This shed will also be used to stack and store small square bales of hay. For
siting of the shed, please refer to Document 4 — Site Plans.

Please see detailed dimensions and proposed plans in Document 6 — Shed Plans.

3.1.4 - All Weather Equestrian Arena

In order to exercise and re-train our horses throughout the entire year, we propose to erect

a 60 x 30 metre all weather equestrian Arena on the east side of the sheds, which will allow

our proposal to operate year round. The area to the right of the arena (approximately 20m x
80m) will be used for cross country jumps. For siting of the arena, please refer to Document

4 - Site Plans.

The arena will consist of a 200mm upper sub-base of compacted granite sand, witha 1
degree slope lengthways from the centre, and a 6 degree slope from the centre to the sides,
to allow for adequate drainage of the arena surface. This will then be followed by a 100mm

base of crusher dust, topped by a surface of 1200mm river sand.

Please refer to Figure 6 below for a break down these materials.
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Arena Fence

Footing
100mm Aver Sand

Kick Wall

- Base
100mm Crusher Dust

Upper Subbase
200mm Compacted Granite Sand

- Subbase
Native compacted soll

Figure 6~ Equestrian Arena Materials

3.1.5 —Individual Horse Shelters

To provide adequate protection from the elements year round, we propose to erect 3.5 x
3.5m open shelters in each paddock to ensure the horses have access to shade and shelter
from wind, rain, and other elements. As per our paddock layout plan, this would equate to
eight individual shelters.

Please see detailed dimensions and proposed plans in Document 6 — Shed Plans.

3.2 Water Management

Reticulated potable water and a sewer is not connected to the site, rainwater will be
collected as runoff and stored in three 50,000 litre water tanks to ensure adequate water
supply for domestic and stock use, as well as fire-fighting purposes.

An approved septic system is required on the site and is supported by a recent land
capability assessment. All waste water will be contained and treated on-site via an approved
septic tank and waste water management system in the middle-east section of the block
creating maximum distance from the waterway, which will be approximately 110 metres
from Paddock Creek.

Water saving devices will be installed throughout the dwelling to minimize the amount of
effluent generated, and low sodium and low phosphorous detergents will be used to
maintain soil properties. The proposed residential development is not expected to have any
impact on groundwater.

Siting of Water Tanks, Septic and waste water management system can be seen in
Document 4.0 Site Plans.
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3.3 Fencing

The property will be fenced into seven individual paddocks, four of these being 1 acre in size
and two being 1.5 acres in size, for individual horses giving the ability to rotate paddocks,
and one 5.2 acre paddock for spelling (letting down) new thoroughbreds. The boundary to
Paddock Creek will be fenced off with no stock access. The proposed paddock layout can be
seen in Figure 7 below as well as Document 4 — Site Plans.

bourne|Ry

Figure 7~ Paddock Layout Plan
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To avoid threatening local wildlife and for the safety of the horses, no barbed wire fencing
will be used on the site. We intend to double fence the entire boundary, leaving enough
room to plant a number of native trees and shrubs to offer both increased privacy and
increased vegetation, and to increase visual amenity of the block. A rabbit proof fence will
surround the dwelling offering room for a vegetable garden, housing for poultry and a dog.
Having spoken to the Gas and Fuel corporation of Victoria in regards to the gas pipeline
easement, fencing across this easement does not pose any issues.

All fencing will comprise of 2.1m treated pine posts at a depth of 0.6m (resulting in a 1.5m
fence height) spaced 4 metres apart. Posts will be rammed into the ground, eliminating the
need to dig and concrete holes, reducing the disturbance to the surrounding soil.

- Stock fencing will be created using five stand electric braid running through
insulators, these will be electrified using solar electric units.

- The rabbit proof fence surrounding the dwelling and shedding will comprise of stiff
stay high tensile wire mesh with 10cm x 5cm holes, as well as a top rail.

Figure 8- Stock Fencing

Figure 9 - Rabbit Proof Fence
4.0 Land Features

The landscape of the subject site and surrounds is flat and cleared with one winter drainage
pathway (Paddock Creek) running through the properties northern border from East to
West.

The areais considered stable and is well grassed, there are little to no signs of degradation
across the site and no extensive bare area visible. All proposed major works are outside of
the 100m buffer zone to the waterway, which will ensure no degradation of water
catchment areas and subsequent water quality.
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4.1 Vegetation

The land within the boundary fence is cleared of all trees, with a buffer of trees running
outside the southern border to Old Melbourne Road reducing visibility of the block from the
surrounding area. Some cape weed infestation has been identified along the southern
boundary of the property where the pasture is shaded from bordering trees.

There are a variety of native grasses in the northern area (approx. 2.8 acres) of the property
surrounding Paddock Creek, with some minor blackberry infestation bordering this area.

Proposed vegetation plantings around the dwelling and boundary can be seen inin green in
document 4.0 Site Plans.

Figure 10 Paddock Creek Native Grasses

Figure 11 Paddock Creek
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4.1.1 - Tree Removal

In order to accommodate an adequate driveway crossing, the removal of two mature trees
along the external boundary of Old Melbourne Road is required to provide clear vehicular
access, including providing sufficient access for emergency vehicles. The existing access site
is semi cleared, which provides the ideal site to upgrade the driveway crossing. The
remaining boundary along Old Melbourne Road is heavily treed, so locating the driveway
crossover elsewhere would require significant more tree removal than upgrading the
existing site.

Figure 12 Existing entrance with trees to be removed — Photo dated 26/10/2020

As can be seen in figure 12 above, the existing entrance is too narrow and has low hanging
branches that would inhibit access for larger vehicles and machinery. The removal of these
two trees highlighted above will allow us to move the entrance slightly to the right when we
re-fence the boundary, providing wide, clear access in and out of the property with no
obstructions for larger vehicles or machinery.

The location of vegetation to be removed can be seen in in red in document 4.0 Site Plans.
4.2 Pest, plant and animal management
Upon viewing the property, weeds do not appear to be a significant problem at this time as

there has been some pasture management implemented previously. However, it is noted
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that there is some cape weed and blackberry infestations throughout the site. The front
boundary of the property will be harrowed and treated with lime to remove the cape weed
before horses are introduced to the property, allowing us to eradicate the weeds early on
and stay on top of them. Blackberry bushes will be removed from the northern boundary of
the property. Upon introduction of new horses to the property, manure will be picked up
and bagged rather than spread through the pasture for the initial two weeks. This will
ensure new weeds are not introduced to the property from pastures the horses were
grazing before their arrival. Hay will also be sourced locally to prevent introduction of other
weeds not native to the area.

Figure 13 - Cape weed along the front boundary

The building works, dwelling, shed, and effluent fields are to be built on high, flat areas of
the site which will not affect the flora and fauna and no vegetation will need removal to
construct the proposed developments.

A stock proof fence will be erected along the boundary to Paddock Creek, to reduce erosion
of the creek banks and protect the native vegetation in this area. The creek will not be used
as a water source for any stock, with automatic water troughs being installed in each of the
paddocks. Indigenous trees and other species will be planted throughout the property to
enhance the visual amenity and provide an additional natural buffer to the agricultural land.
The design of the dwelling is intended to be almost invisible from the road once our
additional trees have matured, with a garden erected around all sides of the dwelling acting
as a further visual buffer.
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4.3 Soil Quality and conservation

Construction on the land will take place during the dryer weather months to avoid soil
damage. A driveway crossing from Old Melbourne road will be put in place to access the
site, which is already mostly cleared of vegetation providing the ideal site to upgrade the
access.

4.3.1 - Stocking Rate

‘Grow West’ Land suitability analysis of the Shire of Moorabool (2006) showed high land
suitability for horses across the shire and recommends a 13.5 DSE (1-2 horses per hectare)
stocking rate for grazing management across the region of Ballan. At 7.547ha, our proposal
of eight horses on the property at any one time falls within this guideline. All horses will
have supplementary feeding routines, including grains and hay, and will not rely solely on
pasture for their nutritional requirements. Preventing the overgrazing of the land will
ensure ground cover is maintained, thus reducing any risk of erosion and subsequent threat
of soil loss for the property, and a subsequent water quality degradation which would affect
neighboring properties and waterways.

4.3.2 — Rotational Grazing Practices

Adequate paddocks will be constructed to allow for rotational grazing and resting of pasture
to further ensure soil quality is maintained. Once grass is grazed to between two and three
inches, the horses will be removed from the pasture and it will rest until the grass has grown
above six inches. On average, this will require each paddock to be occupied for one month,
and then empty for one month to allow the rejuvenation of pasture.

Reduction in forage cover resulting from overgrazing disturbs the pH levels of the soil and
often provides a foothold for weed growth when moisture returns, the rotational grazing
practices will assist in preventing this and helping to maintain the productivity, usefulness,
and biodiversity of the land.

Manure will be harrowed and spread weekly in larger paddocks and will be picked up daily
inindividual pastures aiding worm control.

4.3.3 — Pasture Development

Prior to introducing horses, the soil will be pH tested and treated with lime and fertilizer
according to soil test results and recommendations. The paddocks will then be sown with an
equine seed mix in early spring, consisting of productive perennial grass and clover species.
The freezing and thawing process during this time of year will help the seed work its way
into the soil, with horses being kept off the newly established pasture for a minimum of 90
days. By improving our soil and pasture prior to introducing horses to the property, it will
allow for easier management going forward. A herbicide program will be undertaken in the
winter months, with subsequent pasture treatment and seeding practices being undertaken
as needed based on results of soil tests.
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Fields will be aerated once per year when in the resting phase of paddock rotation to
increase soil water holding capacity and encourage more vigorous and deeper plant root
growth. This can help increase overall seasonal ground cover and increase soil carbon levels.

The rotational grazing of our pastures will allow individual paddocks to be rested to treat
weeds and undertake management practices when horses are established on the property.

4.4 Fire Management

While the land does not have a Bushfire Management Overlay (BMO) it is in a bushfire
prone area. The proposed development site is 100 metres or more from any trees or
vegetation areas, reducing the level of bushfire protection required. Vegetation on the block
will be maintained at all times to further aid the fire management of the property.

Rainwater ranks will be maintained on-site and will be fitted with appropriate firefighting
connections to allow water to be used by emergency services in the event of a bushfire. A
crushed rock driveway with adequate dimensions for emergency vehicles will provide access
to the proposed dwelling site.

5.0 Qualifications and Backgrounds

We have both come from backgrounds that have prepared us with enough knowledge and
experience to understand the time and effort it takes to maintain such a property.

I (Laura) have grown up with horses and competed and cared for performance horses my
whole life, having competed at 1*(international) level in Eventing on an off the track
thoroughbred | trained myself. All of the many horses owned over the years have been off
the track thoroughbreds that have come from trainers when they retired from racing. Some
of these horses turned into successful Eventing horses, and others that were suited to other
equestrian pursuits | re-trained and found them the perfect home.

At ayoung age | worked for International Eventing Rider Joanne Murphy, which gave me the
experience, knowledge and skills required to care for performance horses. Joanne has since
become my coach over the years, and has worked alongside me during my extensive
competition career. As a result of this experience, | believe | have the technical skills and
knowledge to safely re-train and rehome Thoroughbred racehorses for other equestrian
pursuits, and find them suitable homes after racing.

With growing concerns from the public with practices in the racing industry being
highlighted in recent years, it is more important than ever to find these athletes suitable
homes after racing. There has been recent legislation introduced by Racing Victoria to track
and monitor Thoroughbreds once they retire from racing, which has created a huge demand
for trainers to responsibly re-home their horses, with many looking to re-training and re-
homing organisations such as the one we are proposing to meet these requirements. | have
always loved the process of retraining Thoroughbred athletes and giving them another lease
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on life and | currently have two off the track Thoroughbreds in training with me, however as
1 do not own property myself and have to agist, | am unable to further expand this. Our
proposal for this land would enable me to do this on a larger scale and re-home a number of
Thoroughbreds each year.

Additionally, being a qualified Accountant I have the relevant knowledge to take care of our
financial affairs to undertake this proposal.

Whilst Laura will be managing the day to day operations of the Thoroughbred re-training,
Johnathon was born on a farm near Ipswich in Queensland and has experience maintaining
fencing, pastures, and handling horses, and has aided in the care of horses for a number of
years, giving him good working knowledge to maintain such a property.

With both of our backgrounds we believe we hold the knowledge to successfully implement
our proposal for a first class Thoroughbred re-training and re-homing facility.

6.0 Five Year Operational Plan
Year 1

= Construct Fences to block off the waterway
® Remove cape weed and treat southern boundary with lime
= Fertilise pastures
= Construct Dwelling
- Install Waste Water System
- Install 3 x Water tanks
= Construct Driveway
= Construct internal boundary fence
= Plant native trees inside boundary fence
= Construct fence surrounding dwelling and proposed ancillary buildings
= Erect individual Paddocks
= Fence large 5.2 acre spelling paddock
= Install 8 water troughs

= Erect 7m x 17.5m Open Bay Stable Shed

= Erect 6m x 10.5m Equipment Shed

® Plant native trees in each paddock and alongside driveway
= Erect four 3.5m x 3.5m horse shelters

= Develop and implement a weed maintenance program
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Year 3

= Construct 60 x 30 metre all weather equestrian Arena
= Fit out Barn with three stables

= Erect three day yards alongside barn

= Erect four 3.5m x 3.5m horse shelters

® Maintain weed and pasture control program

Year 4
*  Fit out feed room/tack room in shed
= Install Cross Tie area into the Barn
® Maintain weed and pasture control program

Year5

= Fertilise and seed pastures if necessary
® Maintain weed and pasture control program
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