
3 Popsicle Sticks  
Yarn 
Scissors
Glue 
Black Marker

What you will need to
make your turtle: 

Torres Strait Islander and
Australian Aboriginal Flag

Yarn Turtles



Take 3 popsicle sticks and arrange them one on top of
the other, turning each on an angle to create an

asterix shape. You may wish to paint your popsicle
stick green before you begin, or you may want to leave

them natural. Allow to dry if needed.
Holding the popsicle sticks together in formation, take

your first length of yarn and tie it tightly around the
centre to hold the popsicle sticks in place. If you are

having trouble holding the popsicle sticks, use glue to
stick them together. Allow to dry if needed.

Begin to weave the yarn around the popsicle stick
structure (clockwise or anti-clockwise), going over and

under each stick as you go.
When you come to the end of your piece of yarn,

simply tie off in a knot and continue with a new colour.
You can even experiment with different techniques to
create unique patterns in your turtle's shell. Continue
weaving until approximately 1cm of the ends of the

popsicle sticks are sticking out.
Use a black marker to draw on some eyes, a smile and

some feet to finish your turtle!

How to make your turtle:
 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

 
 



History
The Australian Aboriginal Flag was designed by artist Harold
Thomas and first flown at Victoria Square in Adelaide, South
Australia, on National Aborigines Day in July 1971. It became
the official flag for the Aboriginal Tent Embassy in Canberra
after it was first flown there in 1972. Since then, it has become
a widely recognised symbol of the unity and identity of
Aboriginal people.

 

History
The Torres Strait Islander flag was designed by the late Bernard
Namok as a symbol of unity and identity for Torres Strait
Islanders. Adopted in 1992, it was the winning entry in a design
competition run by the Island Coordinating Council, a
Queensland statutory body representing the community councils
in the Torres Strait.
In the same year it was recognised by the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC) and given equal prominence
with the Australian Aboriginal Flag.

 Australian Aboriginal Flag

Torres Strait Islander Flag

Black – represents the Aboriginal people of Australia.
Yellow circle – represents the Sun, the giver of life and protector.
Red – represents the red earth, the red ochre used in ceremonies and Aboriginal peoples’ spiritual
relation to the land.

Form and symbolism
The Aboriginal flag is divided horizontally into halves. The top half is black and the lower half red. There is a
yellow circle in the centre of the flag.
The meanings of the three colours in the flag, as stated by Harold Thomas, are:

 

Green – represents the land
Black – represents the Indigenous peoples
Blue - represents the sea
White – represents peace

Form and symbolism
The Torres Strait Islander flag has three horizontal panels, with green at the top and bottom and blue in
between. These panels are divided by thin black lines. A white Dhari (traditional headdress) sits in the
centre, with a five-pointed white star beneath it.
The meanings of the colours in the flag are:

The Dhari represents Torres Strait Islander people and the five-pointed star represents the five island
groups within the Torres Strait. The star is also a symbol for seafaring people as it is used in navigation.

In July 1995 the Australian Government recognised it, with the Australian Aboriginal Flag, as an official ‘Flag
of Australia’ under the Flags Act 1953.


