TOWARDS BETTER ONSITE WASTEWATER
MANAGEMENT IN VICTORIA -
COMMUNITY EDUCATION SERIES

FACT SHEET 10:
LAND OWNERS - CONSIDERING INSTALLING OR ALTERING
AN ONSITE DOMESTIC WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

This fact sheet provides an overview of the processes associated with the
approval and installation of septic systems and package treatment plants

for domestic properties. This information has been designed to assist a home
owner looking to install a new system or alter an existing system on their
properties. (Please check with your local Environmental Health Practitioner
(EHP or EHO) to ensure you get all the requirements for your area.)
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Please note,information and facts
contained in this publication were correct
at the time of printing and production.
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To ensure the onsite wastewater management
system is functioning correctly and all wastewater
is being adequately contained within the bounds
of the property;

To ensure repairs are completed promptly when
the wastewater system in not functioning correctly;

To ensure that the system is well monitored
and maintained. This involves inspecting the
system regularly;
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The septic tank or package treatment plant must
be installed a minimum of 2m from the dwelling
to ensure it does not interfere with the integrity
of the structure;

Soil types play a significant role in the successful
operation of a domestic wastewater management
system. To give an idea, the following are the main
soil types and their drainage capabilities:

Gravels and sands drain very well;

Sandy loams drain well;

Loams drain moderately well;

Clay loams and light clays drain quite poorly; and
Medium to heavy clays drain very poorly.

The ability of the soil to accept and treat wastewater
will influence the size of the disposal area required
and the way in which the disposal system is
constructed. (Please consult your local government
Environmental Health Practitioner (EHP or EHO)
for specific local requirements and advice).

There needs to be a suitable portion of your
property reserved for the effluent disposal area.
The effluent disposal system must be located:

- In an area that is permanently dedicated
to wastewater disposal;

- To arrange for the wastewater system
to be de-sludged at least every 3 to 5 years,
depending on use;

- To ensure the wastewater system [package
treatment plants only) is serviced quarterly
by a qualified service agent; and

= To obtain council approval for the installation,
repair or alteration of a septic system or package
treatment plant as required.

- In an area that is not subject to vehicle
traffic or stock;
- That meets the setback distances
as described in Table 1 below;
- Where there is adequate solar exposure
to assist evaporation and transpiration;
- Away from any object of environmental
significance including creeks, dams etc.;
- Away from deep rooted plants that can
infiltrate and damage the disposal system;
- In an area where there is a suitable slope
of the land to allow for effluent disposal but
not too great to prevent adequate installation;
- In an area where shallow rooted vegetation
can be planted and maintained e.g. grass;
- In an area that is not subject to flooding
or pooling surface water;
- Away from areas with a shallow depth
to ground water (0.5m from trench base);
- Away from areas with a shallow depth
to hard rock; and
= Within the bounds of the allotment
as defined by a single title.






