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Experience a semi-rural lifestyle nestled
perfectly between Ballarat, Geelong and
Melbourne. 
Explore incredible landscapes and
national parks in your own backyard.
Enjoy a sense of community and
belonging.

A sense of inclusion is what residents first
describe when they join the Moorabool
community. 

Whether it’s a friendly good morning when
they pass a neighbour on the street, or the
local café remembering their name and order,
having an instant sense of community is what
makes living here so special.  

Moorabool is a community where residents
feel they belong.

We asked residents what they love about
Moorabool; the key themes they highlighted
are:

Mayor, Cr Tom Sullivan.

Welcome home
I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome
you home and to Moorabool. You’re
embarking on an exciting time to be
moving into Moorabool. We are one of the
fastest growing semi-urban councils. 

Moorabool is the start of the Central
Highlands and Melbourne; ideally situated
for both lifestyle and work.

We are here to help make Moorabool grow
sustainably, while ensuring it keeps its
community-focused feel.

Chief Executive Officer, Derek Madden.



Need an icebreaker?
Lal Lal Falls, located in Lal Lal, is one of the best

picnic spots in Victoria. With these spectacular

falls towering at 30 metres, the best time to visit

is following a heavy rain downfall.



Step into the Central Highlands.

Nestled at the foot of the Central Highlands between
Melbourne and Ballarat, sits the picturesque rolling
hills and heritage townships of Moorabool Shire.  

A stepping stone from rural to urban living .

As one of six municipalities in the Central Highlands
region, Moorabool Shire provides a welcome change
of pace to the hustle and bustle of the city and is just
45km away from Melbourne. 

Situated at the eastern step of the region, it strikes the
perfect balance between enchanting terrain and a
vibrant community.  Moorabool Shire acknowledges
the traditional custodians of the land, the Wathaurong
Tribe and the Wurundjeri Tribe and pays respect to
their Elders, past and present.  

In the 1850s, European settlers discovered gold in the
region, giving rise to the beautiful gold rush towns
across the Shire.   

EXPERIENCE



Step into nature with us.

 This thriving agricultural region is abundant with a
diverse range of produce.

It is home to 64 localities and towns including
Bacchus Marsh, Ballan, Gordon and Blackwood, to
name a few. Moorabool Shire is one of the fastest
growing areas in Victoria. 

There is an abundance of enterprises and services
such as retail, manufacturing, health, community
services, education, property and a growing arts &
culture corridor.   

The beauty of Moorabool Shire lies in its inspiring
landscape and native wildlife. Residents and visitors
can enjoy numerous hiking, camping, and recreation
opportunities across its state, regional, and national
parks. 

Werribee Gorge, the Avenue of Honour, Blackwood
mineral springs, Lal Lal waterfalls, forests and more;
all what you will come to find when you step into the
Central Highlands of Moorabool Shire. 



Need an icebreaker?
In 1838, Gordon was settled by Mr George

Gordon, who the town received its name

from. Gold was discovered in the district in

1853 including around the town itself.



‘Moorabool is blessed with an abundance of
accessible yet protected natural attractions.’ – Gary 

Moorabool boasts breathtaking natural
landmarks that put our community on the map.
From rolling hills to incredible national parks and
famous tourist attractions, Moorabool offers an
abundance of amazing outdoor activities located
directly in our backyard.

Explore our natural attractions like Wombat State
Forest, Brisbane Ranges National Park,
Lerderderg State Park and Werribee Gorge State
Park, where you can immerse in some of nature’s
best. Being situated in this natural setting makes
Moorabool an exceptionally special place.

See something you like? Take a snap and share
with our community online, simply include
#MyMoorabool in your post. You can also
discover Moorabool's best kept secrets, by
searching #MyMoorabool on any social media
site. 

Or subscribe to our e-newsletter and never miss
a thing!

EXPLORE

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/forms/newsletter-subscription


Like what you see? 
D ownload a digital version of this map. 

VISITOR INFORMATION
CENTRE
The friendly and helpful staff are more than happy to welcome you to this beautiful region and
introduce you to the attractions that it holds; the Avenue of Honour, bush walks, aerial
sightseeing, forest parks, wildflowers, eagles, national and state parks and much more. 

 An attractive mix of open spaces, friendly towns, orchards, deep gorges and forests. Not to be
missed destinations include the Werribee Gorge, Lerderderg Gorge, Brisbane Ranges and the
Long Forest Nature Reserve which is the southern most remnant of mallee vegetation in Victoria. 

Our team of volunteers can assist you with tourism enquiries and finding places to explore, eat
and sleep in Moorabool. 

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/largefiles/Tourism%20map%20-%20only%20-%20rotated.png


'I can buy veggies and fresh produce grown right here,
that’s so fresh!’ – Mandi 

The lifestyle described within Moorabool is one of
unlimited convenience. The close-knit community
offers residents vast choices of gourmet eateries,
optimal shopping and a variety of entertainment
options at their front doorstep. 

Our community loves having everything they need
within reach, enabling them to really connect with
each other, the community and support our local
businesses. 

Check out events near you.

Find local attractions.

Contact our Visitor Information Centre.

Visit our local towns.

ENJOY

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/events
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/directory?field_directory_category_value=8&field_directory_item_town_value=All
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/visitors/visitor-information-centre
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/directory?field_directory_category_value=13&field_directory_item_town_value=All


Need an icebreaker?
Ballan rose to fame after local Councillor,

Donald Wallace’s two horses won the

Melbourne Cup in 1888 and 1890.



‘It’s home.’ – Katie 

Moorabool consists of one four-Councillor ward and
three single-Councillor wards. Wards are the
electorates a Councillor represents:

East Moorabool Ward - 4 Councillors 
Central Moorabool Ward - 1 Councillor 
West Moorabool Ward - 1 Councillor 
Woodlands Ward - 1 Councillor
Meet your Councillors.

Council Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
each month at 6.00pm, (excluding January), at the
Council Chambers in Ballan. 

Special Meetings of Council are held throughout the
year as required by Council in order to make
decisions to very stringent timelines.  You are
welcome to attend any public Council meetings.

.

MEET YOUR 
COUNCIL

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/my-council/about-council/councillors/meet-your-councillors
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/my-council/council-meetings


Mayor Cr Tom Sullivan
Councillor - West Moorabool Ward
Mobile:0418 323 221
Phone:(03) 5368 9362
Email:tsullivan@moorabool.vic.gov.au

Deputy Mayor Cr Rod Ward 
Councillor - East Moorabool
Mobile: 0417 478 139
Email: rward@moorabool.vic.gov.au

Cr Moira Berry
Councillor- East Moorabool
Mobile:0437 188 261
Email:jkeogh@moorabool.vic.gov.au

Cr Tonia Dudzik
Councillor - East Moorabool Ward
Mobile:0407 014 489
Email:tdudzik@moorabool.vic.gov.au

Cr David Edwards
Mayor - East Moorabool Ward
Mobile:0435 326 370
Email:dedwards@moorabool.vic.gov.au

Cr Paul Tatchell
Councillor - Central Moorabool Ward
Mobile:0407 108 025
Email:ptatchell@moorabool.vic.gov.au

Cr Ally Munari 
Councillor - Woodlands Ward
Mobile:0428 116 001
Email:amunari@moorabool.vic.gov.au

MEET YOUR 
COUNCILLORS

Search what ward
you live in.

https://maps.vec.vic.gov.au/
https://maps.vec.vic.gov.au/


Need an icebreaker?
Voted 2020 Victorian Tree of the Year award,

the Bacchus Marsh Avenue of Honour is

home to 281 elm trees and established in

August 1918 as a living memorial to

community members who had fought in

World War I.



The monument and rotunda located in
Bacchus Marsh, honours the region’s
pioneering women.

'Moorabool has a rich heritage, which deserves to be
showcased.’ – Gary 

As you drive into Moorabool, you notice the
region is saturated in historic stories that shaped
the area. Simply drive through Bacchus Marsh’s
Avenue of Honour, home to 281 elm trees, a
living memorial of community members who
served in World War 1. Or out to Ballan,
Greendale and Gordon, a region rich in gold
history.

Named after the Moorabool River, Moorabool is
located within the western part of Victoria.
Formed in 1994 from the union of the Shire of
Bacchus Marsh, Ballan and parts of the Shire of
Bungaree and City of Werribee, Moorabool now
has a population of over 34,158.

Moorabool includes the towns of Ballan, Bacchus
Marsh, Balliang, Mount Wallace, Myrniong,
Blackwood, Greendale, Meredith, Gordon and
Mount Egerton, Bungaree, Elaine and Wallace.

Traditional owners
We acknowledge the Indigenous history of
Moorabool Shire. The land was traditionally
occupied by and connected to a number of
Aboriginal communities, most notably the
Wathaurung Tribe in the south and west and the
Wurundjeri Tribe in the east.

Need an icebreaker?

OUR 
HISTORY



‘Our community is like nothing else. Everyone is so
caring. My neighbours always wave and smile and help
me and my family.’ – Jemma 

What is advocacy in Local Government?

Advocacy is where Council promotes a project, policy
or change to gain public support or funding from
State or Federal Government, or the private sector. 
 
Moorabool Shire Council actively advocates on
behalf of our community for vital infrastructure
projects that require additional funding and/or
policy support in order to happen.
 
Currently, we are advocating for a range of projects.
We are primarily focusing on advocating for
improved major sporting facilities, infrastructure,
sewer provision and traffic improvements. 

Check out our advocacy projects.

 

ADVOCACY

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/my-council/advocacy


 
Need an icebreaker?

Moorabool is home to 1440km of sealed road,

which is the same distance from Ballan to

Newcastle, NSW.



Fire Services Property Levy (FSPL) Charges;
Garbage and Recycling Charge;
Waste Management Service Charge
State Landfill Levy.

'Walking the Moorabool Trail, to Lal Lal Falls. It’s
a beautiful walk.’ – Jenn 

Each year the Council's budget determines the
amount of money needed from rates, to continue
operating and improving facilities and services
across Moorabool. 

How are my rates calculated?

Council bases its rate calculation on the Capital
Improved Value (CIV) of each individual property.
The formula for calculating general rates, excluding
any additional charges or arrears, is as follows:
General Rates = CIV x Rate in the CIV Dollar

The rate in the CIV dollar is set by Council as part of
its annual budget process and may include
differential rates for different types of properties.

Other charges included on rates: 

To find out more.

WHERE DO 
MY RATES 
GO?

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/house-and-property/rates-and-valuations/rates-and-charges-explained


Greendale is the picturesque backdrop of 
 $100M movie remake Charlotte's Web.

We are committed to ensuring responsible pet
ownership throughout Moorabool. Make sure your
furry friend gets home safely by registering them
with us today.

Registering and microchipping 

You must individually microchip and register your
pets with Council. Microchipping must be completed
before registering a pet. 

Registrations open on 10 April each year. By
registering your pet, we can bring them home safely
if they get lost.

To register your pet.

Need an icebreaker?

OUR FURRY 
FRIENDS

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/house-and-property/animals/register-animal


Active and passive recreation and sporting
facilities including stadiums, pavilions, fields,
courts, community venues and more;
Leisure Facilities including indoor sports
stadiums, health club and outdoor pools;
15 multipurpose active sportsgrounds;
54 tennis courts;
Extensive shared trail network catering for
walking, jogging and cycling;
One BMX and two skateboard facilities;
18 outdoor netball courts;
Over 2,000 ha of public open space;
47 publicly accessible playspaces;
Service agreements with community
organisations for facility management and
programming;
Community grant programs; 
Community sport.

We provide a large range of sports and recreational
facilities that the whole family can enjoy!

Including:

To find a sports facility near you. 

Does your new property have its own pool?
Thinking about installing your own pool/spa?

Register your pool or spa with Council, to ensure
you meet new State Government laws. It is
now mandatory for swimming pool or spa owners
to register their pool or spa with their council.

GET MOVING

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/directory?combine=&field_directory_category_value=5&field_directory_item_town_value=All
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/directory?combine=&field_directory_category_value=5&field_directory_item_town_value=All
http://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/node/1729


Community Accessible Resources; 
Free WiFi;
Printing, fax and copying;
Access to laptops;
Two self loan stations;
Meeting rooms available for hire;
Ten desktop public computers.

As a Moorabool resident, you have access to all
Central Highlands Libraries, including two libraries
and a van, which travels to 12 locations in
Moorabool. 

We offer a range of services from Home Library
Services to Free Technology Help, Justice of the
Peace services, as well as a variety of helpful
resources including:

Children and parents can explore and engage in a
range of short and fun age specific digital
storytelling books for kids through our new
Storytime Pods at the Lerderderg Library. 

A variety of classic and modern board games and
puzzles are available for in-library play at the Ballan
and Lerderderg Libraries by children, teens, adults,
and families.

A variety of sports equipment is available for loan
at both Ballan and Lerderderg Libraries.

How do I become a library member?
Join in person by speaking to a library officer. You
will need some form of identification, that features
proof of address. Or, become a member online and
you can pick up your card from your local library
when you display your identification.

For more information.

LIBRARIES

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/community/library-services


Arts and culture play a vital role in the shire,
celebrating our diverse and vibrant communities,
connecting us to our rich indigenous and cultural
heritage and expressing what it means to live in
Moorabool.

Arts and Cultural activities contribute to local
employment, community well-being and vitality,
tourism and economic development. 

Moorabool Shire has developed its first Arts and
Culture Strategy to support the Shire’s creative sector
and raise the profile of Moorabool as an arts and
cultural destination. 

Council provides opportunities for artists to present
their work through exhibition spaces, events and
festivals. To find out more visit our Arts and Culture
webpage. 

ARTS &
CULTURE

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/About-Council/Council-administration/Policies-plans-and-strategies/Arts-Culture-Strategy-2021-2025
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Services-and-support/Arts-and-culture/Whats-On/Hide-and-Seek-Music-Festival
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Services-and-support/Arts-and-culture
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Services-and-support/Arts-and-culture


Property Information for new constructions;
Property Information for existing buildings
constructed in the previous 10 years;
Report and Consent (Dispensations).

 Liquor Licence
 Septic Tank Permit 
 Crown Land
 Vehicle Crossing Permit 

You are required to hold a permit for the following
areas: 

Download 'Permits to Burn’ 
Permits to burn during the Declared Fire Danger
Period can be issued to landowners who have made an
application to conduct controlled burning. These
permits are only issued for agricultural purposes to
assist farmers in the removal of weeds and stubble. The
permits are issued with strict conditions. 

Download ‘Planning Permit’ 
A planning permit is required in order to give
permission for use or development (including
subdivision) on a piece of land. These permits will be
assessed under the Moorabool Planning Scheme. 

To find out more about planning permits.

Download ‘Building Permit’ 
Our services include the administration and
enforcement of building legislation and related acts and
regulations to ensure Council meets its statutory
obligations. Council has requirements under the
Building Act 1993 & Building Regulations 2018 to
supply such information as:

As well as requiring a planning permit, you may also
require approval for your proposal under other
legislation. Examples include:

Check out your local laws.

PERMITS

https://www.vcglr.vic.gov.au/
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/building-and-planning/septic-tanks
http://www.depi.vic.gov.au/forestry-and-land-use/managing-land/crown-land-leasing,-licenses-and-permits
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/vehicle-crossing-driveway
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/news/stubble-burning-permits-are-available-now
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/building-and-planning/planning-permits-and-approvals/planning-permits
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/building-and-planning/planning-permits-and-approvals/planning-permits
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/building-and-planning/building/building-information
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/Moorabool-Shire-Council-General-Local-Laws-2010.pdf


Our Child, Youth & Family Services team offer
community support for families and young people.
 
Maternal and Child Health Centres 
Provides regular check-ups for all babies from birth to
six years, parenting advice and support, new parent
groups. Find your local Maternal & Child health centre.

Drop In sessions
Moorabool provides drop in sessions for parents who
need to discuss things when a key age or stage
assessment is not due. 

Breastfeeding Support Service
Our service provides free breastfeeding support to
Moorabool residents via appointments and telephone
consultations with Certified Lactation Consultants. 

Wellbeing Circle
Our service facilitates an six week group program to
assist mothers to stay emotionally healthy while
juggling the demands of parenthood. 

Sleep and Settling
Telephone consultations, home visits and group
sessions available to support parents with their
children's sleep challenges. 

Playgroups
Our playgroups are for babies, toddlers, preschool
children and their parents, grandparents or carers
Find out about playgroups in your area, how to join
and how to start a playgroup.

Best Start
An initiative funded by the Victorian State
Government's Department of Education and Training.

FAMILY,
YOUTH &
CHILDREN

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/family-services/family-and-children/maternal-and-child-health
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/family-services/family-and-children/playgroups


Darley Early Years Hub
This hub provides integrated, inclusive and
collaborative early years services providing families
with access to high quality, health, education, care and
other child and family services in Moorabool.

Immunisations
Delivered through schools, workplaces and free
community sessions.

Young People
Youth Services deliver a range of programs and events
with and for young people aged 12-25 years. 

Meeting Spaces for Young People
Studio 22 in Darley and the Youth Zone located in
Ballan are both designated safe meeting spaces for
young people. PS4, computers, art, shoot hoops and
more. Open after school and in the school holidays.

Youth Action Group
This group ensures that young people have a genuine
opportunity to participate in the decision-making
processes of Council.

Youth Engagement Support Program YES
The YES Program provides individual support to young
people who have disengaged or are at risk of
disengaging from education and/or employment to
reengage in school, training and the workforce.

FReeZA
Young people in Freeza plan, organise and facilitate art,
music and cultural activities events for young people in
Moorabool. An amazing opportunity for young people
to learn and develop skills in event management, team
work and much more.

For more information on our youth services. 
Find out more about our family and children services.

FAMILY,
YOUTH &
CHILDREN

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/family-services/youth
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/family-services/family-and-children


We ensure the best customer service for residents.
You can contact us either online, via phone or in
person at selected customer service centres.

Online 
Submit an online request 
Make a payment online

Customer Service Centres
To find your closest Customer Service Centre.
Offices are open 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday
(Lerderderg Library open until 8:00pm); 
Saturday — 9.00am - 2.00pm, at Lerderderg Library,
Bacchus Marsh.

Contact Details:
Phone: 03 5366 7100
Fax: 03 5368 1757
Email: info@moorabool.vic.gov.au
Mail: PO Box 18, Ballan Victoria 3342
Hours: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday.

Emergency after hours animal control: 0400 501 696
Aged and Disability Services: 0409 138 201
All Other Requests: 0419 887 065
In an emergency call 000.
 

WE ARE 
HERE
FOR YOU

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/forms/report-issue
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/forms/report-issue
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/forms/report-issue
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/house-and-property/make-payment
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/house-and-property/make-payment
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/my-council/contact-us
https://www.facebook.com/mooraboolshirecouncil/
https://twitter.com/mooraboolshire
https://www.instagram.com/mooraboolshirecouncil/
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/
http://eepurl.com/gZL9fz


Order bins for your property
Garbage, recycling and greenwaste (urban areas only)
bins may be ordered by completing an online
application. If you need additional bins, they may be
ordered using the same application form.
Please note there is a cost for garbage and greenwaste
bins while recycling bins are provided at no cost. 

Households in urban areas (Bacchus Marsh,
Maddingley, Darley, Hopetoun Park and Ballan
Township) are eligible for a greenwaste bin. 

Find your bin collection day by entering your address
in the search bar. A paper calendar of your collection
schedule can be posted to you on request by calling
our Customer Service Team on 5366 7100.

Bin lids, lid pins, wheels and axles can be replaced at
no cost by filling out the form. Leave your bin in an
accessible place on your property for the repair.

Ensure your bins are out by 6am on the correct day
before reporting a missed bin. Leave your bin/s out to
allow the collector time to return. 

Recycling is one of the easiest things you can do to
help the environment. For more information on
recycling.

WASTE &
RECYCLING

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Forms/Order-bins-or-request-bin-repairs
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Forms/Order-bins-or-request-bin-repairs
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Waste-and-environment/Household-bins/Find-your-bin-collection-day
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Forms/Order-bins-or-request-bin-repairs
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Waste-and-environment/Household-bins/Report-a-missed-bin
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/house-and-property/waste-management/recycling-your-kerbside-bin-and-more


Transfer Station locations: 
Osborne Street, Maddingley | 10am-4pm Fri to Mon
Monteville Lane, Ballan | 1pm-5pm Wed to Mon
Ballan-Egerton Road, Mount Egerton | 
12pm - 5pm Saturday & Sunday

Our waste transfer stations (tip) provide a service for
you to drop off a range of unwanted materials for
recycling or disposal. Find out opening hours,
accepted items and fees.

Residents living outside of Council's waste collection
areas may purchase transfer station vouchers from
our Customer Service Centres to manage their waste.

E-waste is any unwanted item with a power cord or
battery, including batteries. Never put e-waste in a
household bin. Find out about e-waste and where to
recycle items correctly. 

Dispose of household chemicals at the annual Detox
Your Home Day that runs in partnership with
Sustainability Victoria at Ballan Transfer Station. 
Find out accepted materials and associated
charges at Detox Your Home Day.  

Moorabool Shire Council’s Waste and Resource
Recovery Strategy 2030 was adopted by Council in June
2022. Read the strategy to find out how Council and
the community will use resources more efficiently,
reduce litter and send less to landfill in the coming
years.

TRANSFER
STATIONS

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Waste-and-environment/Transfer-stations
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Waste-and-environment/Transfer-stations
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/About-Council/Contact-us
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Waste-and-environment/Household-bins/Recycling-other-items/Take-your-e-waste-to-a-better-place
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Waste-and-environment/Transfer-stations
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/Waste-and-environment/Transfer-stations
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/files/content/public/about-council/council-administration/policies-plans-and-strategies/waste-and-resource-recovery-strategy-2030/waste-and-resource-recovery-strategy-2030-final-june-2022.pdf
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/files/content/public/about-council/council-administration/policies-plans-and-strategies/waste-and-resource-recovery-strategy-2030/waste-and-resource-recovery-strategy-2030-final-june-2022.pdf


MOORABOOL
SNAPSHOT

To make this image larger

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/largefiles/Moorabool%20Shire%20Infographics-Full%20Colour_0.pdf


Thank you!
A n d  w e l c o m e  h o m e .


